BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1 June 2026, at Brindle Community Hall, Water Street, Brindle, PR6 8NH
Present:	Councillor Darren Cranshaw, Chair
		Councillor Louise Croasdale, Vice Chair
		Councillor Jane Greenway
Councillor Pauline McGovern
Councillor Bill Nelson
Councillor Barbara Robinson	
In attendance: Dianne Scambler (Clerk)

1. Apologies and announcements
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors John Baldwin, Cath Singleton and John Swann. Quoracy was confirmed.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillor Darren Cranshaw declared an interest in Items 6 and 7.
3.	Minutes
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Monday 13 April 2026 were agreed as a true and correct record for signing by the Chair.

4. Public Participation Session
There were no members of the public present.

5. Police Liaison
It was noted that there had been an increased presence around the village, which was welcomed.

6. Brindle Community Hall
The Chair reported that everything was progressing well at Brindle Community Hall. The new patio was noted as a welcome addition. The next gardening and maintenance day would take place on 13 June at 9.30am. The Committee were looking into producing improved signage in response to ongoing dog‑fouling issues, and options for more effective grass‑cutting methods were discussed.
The Chair further reported that the recent Cuckoo Walks event had been a success, with £100 donated to Brindle Community Hall, £600 to Lancashire Wildlife Trust, and £600 to Bowland Pennine Mountain Rescue.
7. Lancashire Association of Councils (LALC) Report
The Chair advised that various funding opportunities were currently available from several external sources. Councillors were asked to consider potential projects or applications that the Parish Council may wish to pursue.

8. Chorley Borough Council/ Lancashire County Council Updates
Cllr Pauline McGovern reported that she had attended the Civic Sunday Parade, organised this year by the new Mayor, Cllr Debra Platt. She noted that the annual event was very well organised and encouraged Members of the Parish Council to attend in future years.

9. Planning Report
There were no objections to those planning applications that had previously been circulated. 

10. Parish Finance – AGAR submissions

(a) The Council approved the AGAR Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 for Brindle Parish Council.
(b) The Council approved the AGAR Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 for Brindle Parish Council, particularly noting the Explanation of Variances and Balance Sheet.
(c) The Council noted the summary of accounts for 2025/26.
(d) The Council noted the Exercise of Public Rights date from 3 June to 14 July 2026.

11. Parish Finance - Accounts		

(a) The Council approved the following payments:
	Name/Organisation
	Details:
	Amount:

	Dianne Scambler
	Clerk’s Salary - May
	£650.00

	
	Mileage/Expenses - May
	£35.00

	HMRC
	Tax and NI - May
	£34.95

	HMRC
	Tax and NI – owing previous clerks’ salary
	£50.43

	BCH – Management Cttee
	Hire of Hall – June 2026
	£20.00

	Lancashire Association of Local Councils
	Annual Subscription Fees
	£198.94

	T Greenwood
	Internal Audit Fee 24/25
	£50.00

	
	Internal Audit Fee 25/26
	£50.00

	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	External Audit Fee
	£252.00

	HISCOX Insurance
	Annual Insurance Cover
	£467.43



(b) The Council noted the following payments made by Direct Debit under section 7.9 of the Council’s Financial Regulations:
	To
	For
	Amount:

	Easy Websites
	Monthly Management Fee - April
	£64.68

	
	Monthly Management Fee - May
	£64.68

	
	Monthly Management Fee – June 
	£64.68


(c) The Council noted receipt of the following income (since 1 April 2026):
		From
	Description
	Amount:

	Chorley Council
	Precept
	£15,216.00


(d) The Council noted the bank account balance as of 31 March 2026 as follows:
Co-operative Charity and Community Bank Account – £21,142.85
Co-operative High Interest Account - £2,010.70.
The Chair reported that the necessary paperwork had now been received to enable the Parish Council to close its Co‑operative Bank accounts and transfer the remaining balances to the new Unity Trust Bank account. Members noted that this had been a lengthy and protracted process but was now hopefully nearing completion. 
12. Environmental Issues and Concerns
Members expressed concern about the increasing number of nitrous oxide canisters being found around the village, particularly in the Denham Quarry car park area. The issue was noted as an ongoing problem and Members agreed that it should be reported to the community policing team. It was suggested that the mobile CCTV unit owned by Chorley Council could be deployed at the site on occasion to help deter antisocial behaviour.

It was noted that while several reported potholes had been repaired, several remained outstanding, and some of the completed repairs were of unsatisfactory quality.

13. Parish Council Projects
The Council discussed the various projects that had been earmarked for completion within the village. Acknowledging that CIL funding can only be used for specific types of expenditure, Members requested that the Clerk prepare a CIL report for the next meeting to provide a clearer overview of the current balances and the projects for which the funds may be used.

14. Closure of Brindle St Joseph’s Church and Parish Hall Update
The Chair reported that Ampleforth had recently met with stakeholders regarding the future of the St Joseph’s site. Ampleforth had appointed Ingham Pinnock Associates to undertake a comprehensive review of the site, including its assets, heritage value and long‑term sustainability. A report of their findings will be shared in due course.
As part of their considerations, Ampleforth is exploring potential options to generate income to support the maintenance of the remaining assets, including the possible development of a small number of houses for sale or rent. It was noted that Sir Lindsay Hoyle, MP for Chorley, had written to the Pope regarding the future of the Church.
15. Any urgent business
None.

16. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 6 July 2026 at Brindle Community Hall, 7.30pm	

The meeting ended at 9.00pm
